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cricoid cartilage, with the exception of a few unimportant
deviations, lies in a horizontal plane, therefore vertical
to the axis of the windpipe; the upper border, on the
contrary, ascends obliquely backwards and upwards,
so that the posterior surface is from three to four times
higher than the anterior surface. The posterior portion
of the upper border, again, is for a short distance hori-
zontal. It is from, this resemblance to a signet-ring, of
which this posterior surface forms the " plate," that the
cricoid cartilage derives its name. Thus, seen from be-
hind, the middle portion of the upper border of the plate
appears horizontally flattened, while the lateral portions
descend rapidly forwards. Upon the angle between the
middle horizontal and the lateral descending upper
borders is, on either side, a small convex articular sur-
face for the attachment of the arytenoid cartilage, which
will be described presently. The structure of the carti-
lage is fairly strong throughout, but is thicker at the
sides, and thus the cavity enclosed is not round, but
oval, with its longest diameter from before backwards.

Now, the sac of elastic tissue, alluded to above, is
firmly attached to the entire inner surface of the cricoid
cartilage, except in the immediate neighbourhood of the
articular surfaces, thus fixing the lower periphery as
the lower periphery of the indiarubber tube was fixed by
the cardboard tube. As, however, the elastic sac has
precisely the same height as the plate of the cricoid
cartilage, support is at the same time given to a
triangular portion of the posterior surface of the sac, the
apex of which lies in the highest point of the plate. Here,
then, we have the necessary fixation of one end (B) of the
tone-producing fissure; for the fissure, formed between
the free margins of the membrane, and called the glottis,
commences at this point, from, whence it passes diametri-
cally forwards.